
  

SAUBERE FILME 'SEES THE WOOD 
FROM THE TREES' WITH PANASONIC 
AG-AC90EJ 3MOS CAMERA RECORDER   

 

  
   

 



  

       

Jan Brockmann, co-owner of Hamburg-based creative online 
commercial production company Sauberefilme, worked with 
DoP Cameraman Matthias Bolliger to test the capabilities of 
the high performance Panasonic AG-AC90EJ AVCCAM by 
shooting 'Wayfarer'; an artistic portrait documentary that 
takes a glimpse into the life of 24 year old German 
philosophy student and folk singer/songwriter Tom Klose. 

  

'Wayfarer', also the title of Tom Klose's most recent song, 
explores the young musician's aspiration to produce music 
for his own benefit rather than music made solely to 
entertain others. "I don't sit at home thinking about how to 
entertain people…I want to play the music I want to play. In 
as many different places as possible, to as many people as 
possible". 

  

Having worked together on various projects, such as '101 
Images', which follows a group of BMX riders in an 
abandoned Hamburg factory showcasing the creative use of 
depth of field achievable with the Panasonic AG-AF101, and 
'The Challenge', an artistic short that tests the lowlight and 
AVC-Intra codec performance of the handheld AG-HPX250 
when filming the Lübeck Cougars American football team 
training in a shadowy multi-storey car park; Brockmann and 
Bolliger wanted move towards the documentary format, 
which they found most suitable for higher performing, lower 
cost cameras like the AG-AC90EJ. The idea formed to shoot a 
portrait piece on an interesting figure that would allow them 
to establish different situations in the film so that they could 
test the capabilities of the AG-AC90EJ in a context familiar 
amongst videographers working to a strict budget. The AG-
AC90EJ was identified as ideal for reduced cost filmmaking 
due to its compact form factor, yet uncompromised advanced 
functions and high image quality. 

"When shooting on a low budget in a remote location like the 
forest in Hamburg, you need to be versatile. Having a small 
camera setup that was easily transportable and easy-to-use 
was a huge advantage," said Brockmann.  The duo needed to 
amplify their artistic shooting in order to reflect the nature 
of the portrait. The AC90 features 1/4.7 type 3MOS image 
sensors and 12x optical zoom with a 29.8 mm wide angle 
setting which made it possible to capture a variety of high 
definition images with superb natural colour reproduction 
even in dimly lit locations. 

  

"We really liked the zoom lens and the low-light capability 
of the camera," Said Brockmann. "We had a one-day shoot 
and unfortunately it was really rainy with not a lot of light. 
As we did not have any extra light available we really needed 
the camera to perform well in the given light; and it did just 
that," he continued. "The small chipset of the AG-AC90EJ 
consequently gives it a great depth of field which can be 
creatively beneficial when shooting documentaries. We 
decided to work with split-diopter lenses to expand the 
depth of field of some additional shots and also the 
possibility of objects on the same plane of focus as "soft" to 
be mapped," added Bolliger. 

  

"Also among the key features were the ability to record 
audio directly into the camera, which really helped when 
moving between locations and filming outdoors; and the 
triple manual rings which served as an information 
transmitter to control the servo motors of the optics. With a 
Bebob FOXI focus/iris remote, I was able to get even more 
direct and faster access to the command sharpening and 
exposure control of the camera," He continued. 

"The AG-AC90EJ is an excellent choice for a videographer 
who wants to produce a wide range of films. The distinctive 
focus, ease-of-use and multiple advanced functions of the 
AG-AC90EJ make it well suited for rapid and spontaneous 
applications." 

  

'Wayfarer' has now been released and is available to watch 
here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFrhLxrIcwI 

  

For more information on the Panasonic AG-AC90EJ, please 
visit http://www.business.panasonic.eu 
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